- Deutschlands Alte Baume -

Lindenlaube in Hollenbach
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Dear friends of giant trees,

This is the second time that " in collaboration with Setsuko Kanie and
Yoshida Shigeru offer you a unique opportunity to see dendrological treasures. We are
pleased to invite you on a magnificent and unforgettable tour to see giant trees in
Germany’s most picturesque area. During the best travel season in summer 2007 we
would like to introduce you to numerous tree giants in the southern part of Germany.
Not only are the trees unforgettable, but the countryside too is worth seeing. We will
explore the famous Black Forest in the State of Baden-Wurtemberg, stroll along
romantic Lake Constance and feel the high
altitude of the Bavarian Alps near Bad Tolz. We
will enjoy German folklore in the world-famous
Hofbrauhaus in the heart of the Bavarian capital
Munich and drink a large glass of Bavarian beer.
Everyone is sure to be astonished by the well-
maintained plant collections in Munich’s Botanic
Garden.

The accommodations are carefully selected and
we will stay in small guest houses or private
pensions. We will get very close to the local
people and the life of rural Germany. We are
pleased to have reserved a comfortable coach with Jablonski coach services. The
friendly and competent driver will make sure that your visit will not only be exciting, but
also safe.

Germany is famous for its traditional and well-maintained woodlands. Trees have a
long-standing tradition in the people’s folklore, mentality and countryside living. To this
day there is an incredibly large number of magnificent giant trees in Germany. This
makes it very difficult to choose the seventeen most impressive and adorable giant
trees to visit. We have planned the route so that there is plenty of time to view, admire,
sketch and photograph these wonderful trees.

Pine, larch, fir, oak, lime or linden, beech and yew are the notable species in German
mixed woodlands. Most of these trees can be found in the cultivated lands in and
around settled areas. Since medieval times these trees have had deep connections in
the folklore of country people. Therefore these trees are protected not only by keen
enthusiasts, but also by strict German legal acts, such as the tree preservation order or
the natural memorial act. This is one of many reasons why we are able to admire and
adore such giants today.

The details of each tree will be described further in this information pack. Before you
leave to Germany, please check the homepage of the tour for up-to-date information:
www.hortitours.de.

We look forward to meeting the Giants with you!

Cordially yours

Db

Markys Radscheit msc.
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Friday, 20 July
16:20] Arrival at Frankfurt Airport with ANA 201
18:00 | Departure for Rothenburg ob der Tauber (186 km)
21:00| Arrival at Guesthouse Zum Ochsen Rothenburg

Saturday, 21 July

8:30 | Departure for Hollenbach/Mulfingen (32 km)
9:30 | Large-leaved Lime, Lindenlaube (Tilia platyphyllos) in Hollenbach (No. 116)

10:45| Departure for Emmertshof near Neuenstein (38 km)

11:30 | Oak (Quercus robus) in Emmersthof (No. 113)

13:00| Lunchbreak (1 hr)

14:00| Departure for Weiler bei Weinsberg (25 km)

14:30 | Horse Chestnut (Aesculus hippocastanum) in Schloss Weiler (No. 119)

16:00 | Departure for Wiesenbach/Blaufelden (77 km)

17:15| Summer Lime, Linde (Tilia cordata) in Wiesenbach (No. 124)*

18:30| Departure for Rothenburg ob der Tauber (18 km)

19:00 | Accommodation in Guesthouse Zum Ochsen, Rothenburg

Sunday, 22. July
9:00 | City tour of Rothenburg o.d. Taubern
10:30| Spare time in Rothenburg
13:00 | Departure to Bernstadt near Ulm (120 km)
15:00 | Walkstetter Linde (Tilia cordata) bei Bernstadt (No. 125)*
17:00| Departure to Dornstadt-Temmenhofen (13 km)
17:30| Accommodation in Guesthouse ,Landhotel am Berg”

Monday, 23. July
09:00 | Departure to Leipheim (29 km)
09:30| Linde near Leipheim (Tilia cordata) (No. 155)*
11:00 | Departure to Sipplingen, Lake Constance (135 km)*
13:30| Hildegardlarche (Larix europaeus) near Sipplingen (No. 6)*
15:00 | Departure to Family Widenhorn (Sipplingen) and refreshments
15:45 | Departure to Hohenbodman (16 km)
16:30| Dicke Linde (Tilia spec.) zu Hohenbodman (No. 151)*
17:30 | Departure to Deggenhausertal-Limpach (20 km)
18:15 | Accommodation in Deggenhausertal Farmguesthouse ,Mohren*

Tuesday, 24. July

8:30 | Departure to Isny (61 km)
9:45 | Steinlishoflinde (Tilia cordata) near Isny (No. 154)*

11:15 | Departure to parkingplace Hochgratbahn near Steibis Oberstaufen (25 km)

12:00| Walk to Unterlauchalpe

12:30| Lunch in Unterlauchalpe

13:30 | Continue walk

13:45 | Ureibe (Taxus baccata) (No. 146)*

15:15| Return to car park

16:15 | Departure to Langenargen (55 km)

17:15 | Walk along Lake Constance

18:30 | Departure to Deggenhausertal (27 km)

19:15 | Accommodation in Deggenhausertal Farmguesthouse ,Mohren*




Departure to Wessobrunn (172 km)

Tour of Monastery Wessobrunn

Lunch public house “Zur Post”

Walk to Tassilolinde

Tassilolinde (Tilia cordata) (No. 153)*
Departure to Linden (8 km)

Marienlinde (Tilia spec.) in Linden (No. 152)*
Departure to Bad Tolz (60 km)
Accommodation in Bad T6lz “Landhaus Iris*

Departure to Schloss Kranzbach (52 km)
Walk to Elmauer Alm (200 height)
Coffee Break

Continue walk

GroRRer Ahorn (Acer pseudoplatanus) (No. 142)*
Return to Elmauer Alm

Bavarian ElIm Lunch Break

Return to Schloss Kranzbach

Departure to Neuschwanstein (73 km)
Arrival Car Park Neuschwanstein

Tour of Neuschwanstein Palace
Departure to Bad To6lz (86 km)

Arrival Bad To6lz “Landhaus Iris”

Departure to Eisolzried (96 km)

Schlosseiche (Quercus robur) (No. 147)*
Departure to Lauterbach (3 km)

Silberpappel in Lauterbach (Populus alba) (no. 15)*
Departure to Munich, capital of Bavaria (30 km)
Botanic Garden Munich

Departure to the City of Munich

Spare time

Folklore night in the famous Hofbrauhaus
Begin Bavarian Night

Departure to Hotel Strobl

Arrival Hotel “Strobl”

Departure to Pondorf (139 km)

Visiting Bavarianbeech (Fagus sylvatica) (No. 133)*

Lunch in Gasthof Bacherl Pondorf

Departure to Neueglofsheim (71 km)

Visiting Sankt Wolfgangseiche (Quercus robur) (No. 140)*
Departure to Donaustauf (20 km)

Arrival country hotel ,Zur Kupferpfanne*
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Sunday, 29. July
09:00
12:00
13:30
13:45
15:30
18:00
20:45

Departure to Oberbach (280 km)

Giantbeech (Fagus sylvatica) (No. 137)*

Departure to Mitgenfeld (10 km)

Beech (Fagus sylvatica) (No. 2)*

Departure to Frankfurt Airport (140 km)

Arrival Frankfurt International Airport and checking-in
Departure to Narita (Japan) on NH 210

Monday, 30. July
14:50

(Japan local time) Arrival Narita Airport




Willkommen in Deutschland — Welcome to Germany ! We are very pleased to
pick you up at Frankfurt International Airport and hope you had a safe and
relaxing journey. Please take your luggage and come with us to the Jablonski
coach in the parking area. Once we have loaded our belongings into the coach
the journey will start. We will leave Frankfurt in southwesterly direction and in
the evening we will arrive at our guest house “Zum Ochsen” in the famous town
Rothenburg of der Taubern. A small dinner will be enough before heading to
bed !

Rothenburg is located in the bavarian region of
Franconia. Franconia is a historic region in modern
Germany, which today forms three administrative M ME | EE LA A
regions of the federal state of Bavaria: Lower Franconia
(Unterfranken), Middle Franconia (Mittelfranken), and T
Upper Franconia (Oberfranken).

Today will start with a good breakfast in our hotel. Afterwards we will depart for
our first busy day watching four trees. First we will head off to the small village
of Hollenbach (District Hohenlohe) to visit the large-leaved lime, Lindenlaube
(Tilia platyphyllos) (No. 116). The tree is 400 - 700 years old and in 1988 it had
a circumference of 7.80 m

The Hollenbach Lime Arbour on Hohenlohe Plains marks a former gathering
place and place of jurisdiction. Hollenbach was the original parish of the
Franconian Kings and courts were regularly held here, in a place protected by a
moat and wall. Medieval legend has it that a woman who had born a child
outside marriage was sentenced to death under this lime tree. The sentence
was executed in a nearby oak forest that continues to be called 'gallows wood'
to this day.

Right from the start, the side branches of this large-leaved lime (Tilia
platyphyllos) seem to have been tied to a horizontal wooden frame for support.
In 1747, the local bailiff, Rosa, wrote that 'at least 30 stems are necessary to
support this tree, which acts as something akin to the community's town hall; all
local matters are discussed here.’

After World War |, the lime became a war memorial. Ever since, its 7 mighty
horizontal branches rest on 17 concrete pillars into which the names of the 31
dead soldiers have been engraved. In front of the tree, a slab of shell limestone
was placed, with a laurel wreath, a steel helmet and iron cross and the defiant
text:

"The grateful local community - to our fallen sons - undefeated in death, not
forgotten, not lost'. This peaceful lime was able to escape its death to this day.
In mid-19th century, its crown cracked in a severe storm, but it recovered.

In August 1979, just before a long-planned professional restoration, its life was
surprisingly endangered. Playing children had found a gaping wound 7 cm wide
in its trunk. Soon the whole village knew and the mayor, craftspeople and
citizens tried to prevent a further cracking of the tree. Winches and cables were
used to nearly close up the crack, lifting the branches. To mark the occasion,
the local 'Gasthaus Linde' pub gave two bottles of free beer to all those
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involved. In November 1979, a professional restoration was carried out; its
effects are visible to this day.
Location: At the Hollenbach Church north-east of Kiinzelsau.

We will depart Hollenbach and our journey will take us eastwards along the
motorway towards the small village of Emmertshof. Here we will meet Family
Buhl to view the Giant Oak (Quercus robur) on the Emmertshof farm (No. 113)
in the District Hohenlohe. The tree is 400-600 years old and in 1988 had a
circumference of 10.75m.

If you use your imagination, the broad crown of the Emmertshof Oak looks like
a giant's boot which has put down roots and is now growing mighty branches. It
is around 20 m high and its strong, almost horizontal branches reach out
around 35 m. Farm oaks are rare in Southern Germany because according to
popular wisdom, they attract lightning. And in fact, this oak was scarred by
lightning a long time ago. Formerly, this pedunculate oak (Quercus robur) was
located near an old fisherman's farm which had to give way to road
construction. These days, it is clearly visible from the federal road passing
nearby.

Location: Emmertshof, north of the Neuenstein Exit on Motorway 6

After a good lunch on the farm of Emmertshof the journey will take us to
Schloss Weiler in Weinsberg. The palace is nhowadays owned by a software
company. We will have chance to view the famous Horse Chestnut (Aesculus
hippocastanum) in Schloss Weiler (No. 119). The tree is 300-500 years old and
in 2001 had a circumference of 6,82 m.

This horse chestnut (Aesculus hippocastanum), named after Kastania, a town
in Northern Greece, is native to the mountain forests of the Balkans. From the
17th century onwards, it commenced its victory march through Central
European parks and gardens. Its conspicuous, white or pink panicles, its shiny,
reddish-brown fruits and yellow autumn colour make it popular to this day.

A famous and well documented chestnut tree can be found in the Castle Park
at Weiler, at the foot of the Lowenstein Mountains in the heart of the nature
park in the Swabian and Franconian Forests. In their 'Swabian Tree Book',
published in 1911, Otto Feucht and Emil Speidel described it as follows: 'On a
hill, this giant trunk rises up, surrounded by a square wooden bench. As low as
3 m, the trunk splits up into three main branches, each growing and splitting in
turn, surrounded by a ring of branches bending outwards, some pointing
upwards again to make a wonderful, semi-rounded crown'.

Almost a century later, this semi-rounded crown continues in all its surprising
beauty. The 'unequalled size and beauty' which was described in the 'Swabian
Tree Book' is the more true today for in 1861, the chestnut had a circumference
of 4.87 m, in 1911 it was 5.40 m, and in 2001, we measured 6.82 m. If the tree
always grew as slowly as it did in the past 140 years, one might estimate its
age at up to 600 years.

Its further well-being, however, is now endangered by an introduced pest - the
so-called horse chestnut leaf miner, whose caterpillars crunch innumerable
tunnels into the leaves and cause infected trees to shed their leaves early.
Location: Castle Weiler Park north of Lowenstein. Private Property.




The journey to our next tree will take about one hour and we will reach
Wiesenbach/Blaufelden towards the late afternoon. Here we will also meet
Stefan Kihn, the author of the book “Deutschlands Alte Baume”. Stefan will be
with us for the rest of the day and we can share with him our excitement of old
trees. In Wiesenbach we will see Summer Lime (Tilia cordata) (No. 124)*. The
tree is 500-800 years old and in 1996 had a circumference of 9,65 m.

The small-leaved lime (Tilia cordata) in Wiesenbach is a dendrological gem in
the Hohenlohe district. It is supposed to have been a farm tree for a long time.
But the farm to which it belonged was abandoned in the course of the 30-years-
war (1618-1648). Three centuries previously, in 1350, the ancient lime is
supposed to feature in the Hohenlohe tenancy records. This might just make it
a real 'Thousand-year-old'.

It is charming how this small, crouched lime was able to maintain its shape and
beauty into our days. Despite its age and trunk split by lightning, its overall
shape is very harmonious. Its crown is pyramidal in shape, recalling the primary
crown of young lime trees.

Location: Wiesenbach, on the road to Schmalfelden

Today was a long and exciting day. It is now time to return to our hotel at
Rothenburg.

This morning we will spend time to explore the medieval city of Rothenburg. We
will join a tour in Japanese language.

Rothenburg ob der Tauber is a town in the district of Ansbach of Mittelfranken
(Middle Franconia), the Franconia region of Bavaria, Germany, well known for
its well-preserved medieval old town. In the Middle Ages, it was an Imperial
Free City. A significant fraction of Rothenburg is carfree.

The name "Rothenburg ob der Tauber" is actually a shortened version of
"Rothenburg oberhalb der Tauber", which in German means "Rothenburg over
the Tauber". This is so because the town is located on top of a mount
overlooking the Tauber river. As to the name "Rothenburg”, some say it comes
from the German words Rot (Red) and Burg (burg, medieval fortified town),
referring to the red colour of the roofs of the houses which overlook the river.
Rothenburg ob der Tauber is one of
the cities on the Romantische
Strasse (Romantic Road) that has
preserved vestiges of their medieval
importance into the 21st century. A
series of walls and towers defended
the city over the ages, the most
recent still stands and surrounds
most of the older part of the city.
Stairwells ascend to the top of the
wall at intervals, and the entire wall
can be walked.

Old Town Hall
In addition, the Rodertor tower at the east end of the city is opened daily to
allow a climb up stairs to the vista atop it. While buildings within the walled city
reflect its medieval history, this part of the city is in many ways a normal,
modern German town with some concession to the tourist trade. In addition to
many stores and hotels aimed at tourists, residences and shops also reflect the
daily life of modern Germany. Most of the tourist shops cluster around the Town
Hall Square and along several major thoroughfares (Herrngasse,

Schmiedgasse).
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Along the Tauber River below the west town walls and the castle gardens lies
the original settlement of Detwang, dating from the year 960. Its St. Peter and
Paul church was erected in 968 and is the only Romanesque church in the
region.

After the tour of Rothenburgh we will have spare time to explore the city
ourselves. Please use the time to have some lunch in one of the pretty public
houses.

In the afternoon we will travel south towards the city of Ulm and after about two
hour journey we will meet the Walkstetter Linde (Tilia cordata) near Bernstadt
(No. 125)*. The tree is about 300 — 400 years old. In 2001 it measured a
circumference of 7,12 m.

In the fiels near Bernstadt we will meet a curious feature of an old tree. The
wooden posts hold the descending branches of the Lime at Walkstett. The
lower braches lower somewhat awesome in order to swing upwards to form a
wonderful crown. “The curved and crackled bark with its out loading branches
gives us the impression of an octopus.” Describes Hans Joachim Frohlich,
Autor of Pathways to old Trees.

We will depart from Bernstadt towards the east side of the black forest and
arrive in Dornstadt-Temmenhofen (13 km), where we will stay in our friendly
guesthouse ,Landhotel am Berg*

Monday, 23. July

This morning our journey will take us to the village of Leipheim in the district
Gunzburg. We will again meet a lime tree: the famous Linde near Leipheim
(Tilia cordata) (No. 155)*. This tree is about 500-700 years old and in 1994 it
had a circumference of 10,05 m.

This small-leaved lime at the edge of Leipheim on the Danube is a real natural
spectacle. At its age, numbers are nothing but hollow words. For around 600
years, it has withstood the changes of the seasons; its vitality remains
unbroken. It survived a fire in 1979, as well as 'Lothar', a severe storm which hit
the south of the country on Christmas Eve in 1999. The storm left a crack
several metres long in the trunk which, after restoration in 2000, should
hopefully seal up soon.

About its history: Leipheim was granted town status in 1330. In the next
century, in 1453, there was mention of a lime tree near Leipheim in a purchase
contract between Ulrich Count of Wirttemberg and the free city of Ulm. In a
purchase document from 1581, a location is mentioned as 'by the lime' and
since 1675, the public records have an official area named 'On the lime tree'.
History was made close to this tree. The 'Leipheim Lot', a confederation of
around 6,000 freedom-loving peasants and soldiers from Leipheim as well as
parts of Swabia and neighbouring Wirttemberg, was beaten here on 4 April
1525, in the Peasant's War. Their leader, parson Jakob Wehe from Leipheim,
along with several other leaders, was decapitated near the lime tree. Troops
from all corners of the earth passed the lime on a road just south in other times
of war. Fortunately, times have become more peaceful for this beautiful tree. In
former times, there used to be the 'Castle Mountain', a prehistoric giant grave
with a diameter of more than 30 m, rising up to more than 6 m. A knight from
the Iron Age, probably from the Vindeliks, was buried here in around BC 500,
with his battle horse, dogs and weapons. One might imagine that this special
location also served as a gathering place in later times.




These days, the lime is fascinating with its unusual size and shape. Its
monumental trunk bears a crown around 30 m across. If you are lucky and
come to this lime on a sunny evening in October, you can see the surprising
colours of its autumn foliage. And suddenly it is there again - the golden globe
of childhood that fell into a deep well and could only be retrieved by a frog. The
German Tree archive (www.deutsches-baumarchiv.de) has a picture of this tree
with its autumn foliage as its emblem.

Location: 'On the Lime' at the southern town edge of Leipheim.

Our journey will take us to the south of the state of Baden-Wirtenberg and we
will reach the Lake Constance region in the early afternoon. In Sipplingen we
will meet another giant tree. This time is is a conifer: Hildegardlarche (Larix
europaeus) (No. 6)*.

Hildegard's Larch just up from Sipplingen on Lake Constance is hidden well in
the interior of the forest. If you want to find this tree, which is around 200 years
old and has a circumference of 5.40 m, you have to keep right at the Sipplinger
Berg fork, between Bonndorf and Haldenhof, and follow the signpost after
around 800 m. Fortunately Matthias Widenhorn, a neighbour will take us to
“his” tree.

After the time at the tree we will take a short walk to the model gardens of the
landscape gardener Matthias Widenhorn. Together with his family he runs the
garden design company “Garten am See” and we will have some refreshments
in one of their showpieces of horticultural excellence.

Towards the end of the afternoon we stilll have time for one more tree and
continue our journey to Hohenbodman in the District Lake Constance. We will
meet Dicke Linde (Tilia spec.) (No. 151)*. The tree has an age of 400-600
years and its circumference measured in 1988: 10.15 m.

The compact trunk of the 'Fat Lime' at Hohenbodman, near the southern shore
of Lake Constance, looks like an outsized block of wood. This lonely lime
resides at the entry to the village, somewhat unhappily placed near a road
junction. Only a small, triangular patch of grass was preserved from being
concreted over. In the 1980s, in the course of drain repairs, its side roots have
probably been damaged. Since then, its crown has reduced noticeably.
Location: Entry to Hohenbodmann north of Uberlingen.

Now it will be only a short drive into the Deggenhausertal valley where we will
reside for two nights in the Farmguesthouse ,Mohren”.

This morning will bring us to the east of Lake Constance to the village of Isny.
We will arrive at the Steinlishoflinde (Tilia cordata) (No. 154)* in the District
Lindau. The tree has a circumference of 11.00 m.

The 'Isny Weekly' from 3 June 1864 writes: ' In a curve on the road between
Schweinebach and Ludwigshdhe, there is an ancient lime. Its trunk has a
circumference of eight to nine metres. Four thick, strong branches take its
crown up to more than 40 m.' This lime at the Steinlishof in the Allgau, which
was first mentioned in 1412, continues to thrive. Its age is estimated at up to
'1,100 years'. 60 years ago, its centre collapsed, but the side branches still
reach up to more than 30 m. There are owls nesting in the cavities in the trunk.
Location: Steinlishof, south-west of Isny.
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We will depart to Hochgratbahn near Steibis in
Oberstaufen (25 km) in the District Upper
Allgau. This is a short journey and we will arrive
at the parkingplace. From here we will head-off
towards Unterlauchalpe. At the Unterlauchalpe
it is time for lunch ! We have reserved a table
for our group and will have a local dish:
Allgauer Kasespatzle.
After lunch we will continue our walk further up the hill to the Ureibe (Taxus
baccata) (No. 146)*.
The tree is 700-1,000 years old and in 2001 it had a circumference of 4,92m.
In a picturesque corner of the Allgau, up from the lower Lauch Alp near Steibis,
the withered Yew Tree (Taxus baccata) stretches its gnarled branches out to
the winds. For centuries, its trunk has been cleft and hollow, a sure sign of a
ripe old age. In the literature, very little can be found about this yew. In 2000, its
discovery was made known to a small circle of yew enthusiasts; in the
professional journal 'Friends of the Yew'. Hubert R6RBner and Hermann Ruth,
who discovered the yew, found it covered 'red with fruits' in the summer of
2000. Like the one in Balderschwang, this makes this tree a female. By the
way, another famous yew nearby in Hinterstein is no longer alive. This tree at
an altitude of 1,400 m in the Bargriundle Valley was recently knocked down by
an avalanche. It, too, was completely hollow, more than 10 m high and with a
circumference of around 3.50 m. A count of the rings on its rootstock revealed it
to be 563 years old. So the Steibis yew, at an altitude of 1,000 m might well be
around 800 years old.
Location: Above the Lower Lauch Alp near Steibis, south-east of Oberstaufen.
We will make our walk back to the car park and return to the Lake of
Constance. At Langenargen we will meet Mr. Baur and will take us on a walk
along the banks of the famouns and beautiful lake. We will return back to our
guesthouse in the Deggenhausen valley.

Wednesday,

25. July
This morning we will have a long coach journey ahead and we will leave the
state of Baden-Wurtemberg behind us and arrive in Bavaria.
Around lunchtime we will arrive in Wessobrunn in
the District Weilheim-Schongau and visit the
beautiful monastery of Wessobrunn.
Sister Georgia will take us around the building
and you will be amazed by the decoration in the
Bavarian church.
After the tour in English language we will go for
lunch in the nearby pub “Zur Post”.




In the early afternoon we will have time enough to walk to the other side of the
monastery and view the famous Tassilolinde (Tilia cordata) (No. 153)*.

The tree has an age of 700-1,000 years and in 1988 the circumference
measured 13,20 m.

There is a whole network of legends and sayings from OIld Bavaria woven
around this legendary Tassilo Lime near Wessobrunn. The knight Tassilo, the
last offspring of the Agilofing dynasty who ruled Bavaria from 590 to 788, often
used to go hunting in the Thesselbach area, which is densely forested and full
of gorges. In a dream, legend has it, he once saw singing angels going up and
down a ladder, taking water from a spring to drink from. This spring, so a longer
version of the legend says, came out of the ground in three different places and
joined in the shape of a cross to form a stream. When Wesso, Tassilo's hunting
companion, found this spring in the real world, the young knight decided to
erect a monastery in the same spot, at 'Wesso's Well'. The Benedictine
monastery was built in 753. The planting of the Tassilo Lime is often linked to
the founding of the monastery, even though it is located east of the monastery
walls, on an open hill slope

In a supplement to the 'Munich Newspaper' from 1933, we find this:
‘Time-honoured is this soil and suffused g -

in history. Suddenly our eyes are
opened. At the sloping meadow above f#
Thesselbach, there is this lime of a
thousand years which Knight Tassilo
planted, this bold, noble gentleman,
feudatory of the Emperor Charles, the
Bavarian knight who refused to follow &
the Franconian king and, when called to &
justify his acts, was disarmed at the _
congregation in Ingelheim, tied and Sl
sentenced to a life in the monastery.'

The history of the monastery is extraordinary. In Medieval times, the
Benedictine Abbey developed into one of the spiritual and cultural centres of
Europe. The 'Wessobrunn Prayer', an idiosyncratic creation myth and one of
the oldest pieces ever written in German (9th century) was written here. In the
Baroque and Rococo ages, over 600 artists set out from here in order to build
and adorn in the finest stucco more than 3,000 churches, castles and
monasteries in Bavaria, but also on Lake Constance, in Northern Germany,
France and Russia. Secularisation put a sudden end to all these activities. In
1810, the monastery was pulled down almost entirely. By the ruins, the ancient
small-leaved lime (Tilia cordata) keeps alive the memories of history. From its
trunk, which measures 13 m in circumference and has been restored several
times, ever new, strong branches grow upwards, creating a crown of 23 m in
height and 20 m across. Its regenerative power has meant that the dead wood
in its centre has again been covered in living bark.

Location: Pfaffenwinkel, east of the wall of the Wessobrunn monastery.

We will depart south of Wessobrunn and after a short drive we will arrive at St.
Leonard again in the District Weilheim-Schongau. There is an agglomeration of
number of very small villages and we are liking for the Weiler Linden. Here we
visit the Marienlinde (Tilia spec.) in Linden (No. 152)*. The tree has an age of
400-550 years and in 1997 its circumference measured 9.95 m.

Was it the hollow lime at its entrance that gave this village its name? The
villagers have certainly long felt close to this old lime. Towards the valley, a
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small wooden niche has been carved out of its wood, housing a statue of the
Virgin Mary. Above it, a cross. This has made the lime a natural place of
sacrifice, where fresh flowers and fruit are offered.

Location: At the entry to Linden, south of Wessobrunn.

Our journey will continue and we arrive at the end of the afternoon in the
beautiful Bavarian city of Bad Toélz. “Bad” in German refers to a “bath” or “hot
spring”. There are numerous places in Germany called Bad (Bad Godesberg,
Bad Sinzig, Bad Neuenahr, Bade-Baden, etc.) These places all have the
presence of hot springs in common. These hot springs are medicinally used to
take “Kur” — a special form of treatment.

We will stay in the beautiful Landhaus “Iris” for two nights.

Thursday, 26. July
Today will be another day where you will need your walking clothes. We wiill
depart to Schloss Kranzberg near Wamberg and after about one hour will arrive
at the parking place there. From here we will head off to a walk to the Elmauer
Alm in 1200 m height N.N.

Dating back to 1924, the Elmauer Alm was built to manage the summer pasture
at the east end of the Wamberger point. Awaiting the guests from the terrace is
a breath-taking panoramic view of the Zugspitze in the west over to the
Alpspitze, Dreitorspitze, Wetterstein in the south, and Karwendel mountain
ranges all the way to the Soier region in the east. In ideal weather conditions,
the view even reaches all the way to the Tirolean Alps. We will have a short
coffee break and continue our walk with a local guide to the famous Grol3er
Ahorn (Acer pseudoplatanus) (No. 142)*. The tree is some 400-600 years old
and in 2001 it had a circumference of 9.00 m.

In the forest near Wamberg, in the Werdenfelser Land, is probably the oldest
and largest sycamore maple (Acer pseudoplatanus) in Germany. As so often,
an acrimonious piece of research by Bernd Ullrich had preceded this discovery,
which, thanks to the information provided by Axel Doering of the Garmisch-
Partenkirchen forestry department, was successful. This mighty maple grows at
an altitude of around 1,100 m, right by a path. Its mighty trunk points upwards
at an angle of around 10° A small, gnarled crown m akes a modest and yet
successful upward finish. The tree probably grew amidst this dense vegetation,
which would explain its tall and narrow habit. The trunk, however, is anything
but narrow, as can be seen from the picture showing Uwe and Stefan Kihn's
father. [Delete this clause if you are not going to include the picture in your info-
pack!]

So far, a legendary sycamore maple at the Grundbauernhof near Furtwangen
had been considered Germany's largest, with a circumference of more than 7
m. For generations, it was growing in the Rohrbach Valley in the southern Black
Forest, at an altitude of more than 900 m. In the early 1990s, however, the last
living branch of this giant which supposedly was more than 600 years old,
finally died off. These days the Wamberg sycamore with its circumference of 9
m is the largest by far in the entire of Germany. That so far it has never been
mentioned in the literature just goes to show how many undiscovered tree
sights there still are in Germany. For this reason, too, the tree is 'worth seeing'.

We will return back to the Elmauer AIm and have a good traditional Bavarian
lunch.




In the afternoon our journey wil take us a long the famouns city of Garmisch
Partenkirchen. We will arrive at the Neuschwanstein Palace towards the
middle of the afternoon. We have booked an audio tour in Japanese language
of the famous fairytale castle.

King Ludwig Il. King of Bavaria 1864 — 1886. He was
born on the 25. August 1845 in Munich-Nymphenburg
and mysteriously drowned on the 13. June 1886 in
Lake Starnberg.

King Ludwig Il was a great nature-lover. His greatest
concern was not to spoil the beauty of the
surroundings by building Neuschwanstein Castle, and
he gave the builders precise instructions to this effect.

As we approach the castle, it
becomes clear just how well they
succeeded. The view of
Neuschwanstein Castle from the
bridge behind it, the Marienbrlcke, is
particularly impressive and the views
from the castle's many windows are
like framed landscape paintings. The
king often stood for a long time at the
window, looking thoughtfully into the
distance: across the plain or at the
rugged mountain scenery.

Neuschwanstein illustrates the ideals and longings of Ludwig Il more vividly
than any of his other buildings. The castle was not designed for royal
representation, but as a place of retreat. Here Ludwig Il escaped into a dream
world — the poetic world of the Middle Ages.

The picture cycles of Neuschwanstein were inspired by the operas of Richard
Wagner, to whom the king dedicated the castle. The pictures were not however
directly modelled on Wagner's works, but on the medieval legends that the
composer had also taken as the basis for his works.

The pictures on the walls of the castle deal with love and guilt, repentance and
salvation. Kings and knights, poets and lovers people the rooms. There are
three main figures: the poet Tannh&user, the swan knight Lohengrin and his
father, the Grail King Parzival (Parsifal). These were Ludwig's models and
kindred spirits. A further leitmotif of the interiors is the swan. The swan was the
heraldic animal of the Counts of Schwangau, whose successor the king
considered himself to be. It is also the Christian symbol of the "purity” for which
Ludwig strived.

Religious and political ideas were involved in the planning of the castle. This
can be seen in particular in the Throne Room, which represented a change in
the original plans and was added later. The paintings here show how Ludwig
saw kingship "by the Grace of God": as a holy mission, with powers that the
Bavarian king had never possessed.

In the early evening we will return back to Bad T6lz to our Hotel “Iris”.




Horti
0

Vi

Friday, 27. July
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Today we will be in the region of Munich. In the morning we are going to visit
two trees in the north of the Bavarian capital.

The first tree will be the Schlosseiche (Quercus robur) (No. 147)* near
Eisolzried in the district of Dachau.

The tree has an age of 500-700 years and in 1994 its circumference measured
9.60 m.

In the first part of his coffee-table book on 'The largest, oldest and most peculiar
trees in Bavaria', Friedrich Stutzer wrote in 1900: 'Not easily will you find a
lonely footpath marked by such a mighty sign as in the village of Eisolzried by
our oak.' The lonely footpath led to Palsweis, as a signpost on the pedunculate
oak (Quercus robur) indicated in those days - even then, the tree was
impressive. It no longer serves as a guidepost for walking on foot seems to
have gone out of fashion and the former walkers have turned into car drivers.
Its second name, too - 'Castle Oak' - makes one wonder for the castle which
the oak belonged to was pulled down in its entirety around the turn of the 19th
century. The oak is a remnant of the 'lovely forest' around the castle, which was
reported in 1737. One hundred years ago, at its peak, the oak had a trunk
circumference of 8 m at man's height. Size and diameter of its crown were
around 25 m. And since the ground around it is poor-quality diluvian scree, as
early as 1900, its age was supposed to be '700 years'.

Its trunk has since become even bigger, but the volume of its crown has gone
down despite the wonderfully dense foliage. Lightning, the fiery arm of Donar,
went into the oak many years ago, leaving a scar 40 cm wide from the base of
the crown right down to the ground.

Location:

At the entry to Eisolzried west of Dachau, towards Lauterbach.

We will contine for a very short drive and visit the Silberpappel in Lauterbach
(Populus alba) (No.15).

It has a circumference of 5.99 m, at an age of 150 to 200 years. White poplars
can easily grow trunks more than 10 m in circumference. This poplar at the
baroque church of Lauterbach near Dachau, has this task still ahead of itself.
We will depart south into Munich and arrive around lunchtime at the famous
Botanic Garden Munich.

Towards the end of the last century the Botanical Garden, founded in 1812,
was situated in the city centre and due to recurring cession of territory it had
been reduced to a no longer functional size. Therefore, in 1914 a new site of 22
ha was obtained on the outskirts of the city. With Nymphenburg Schlosspark to
the south of the newly laid out garden perfect protection was afforded from any
future in the glasshouses and the outside garden approximately 14 000
different plant species from around the world are cultivated. Since 1966 the
Botanical Garden and the neighbouring Botanical State Collection as well as
the Institute for Systematic Botany of Munich University joined to create a
productive union. With the State Scientific Collection and the adjoining
Museums the Garden now comes under one administrative body.

The part of the glasshouses accessible to the public comprises 4500m?. From
the sides of three large connected glasshouses lead off smaller glasshouses
containing more specialised collections.

The first of the large glasshouses displays plants from arid regions of the New
World, while the third of the large glasshouses contains arid plants from the Old
World. Between them lies the Tropical House with it's 20m high cupola.




First on the right is the Orchid House with a rich and varied display chosen from
the 2000 orchid species which make up the reserve collection, next comes the
Tropical Economic Plant House followed by the Victoria House, which in
summer is hot and humid and in winter is used for the display of temperate
plants. The Water Plant House with its aquariums follows and two smaller
display houses, one planted out with succulents the other with cacti.

From the main entrance again, to the left is the Temperate House wherein pot
plants are included in the display in summer and to which a small glasshouse
for epiphytic ferns is attached. Thereafter comes the Tree Fern House with the
begonias and gesneriaceae followed by the Cycad House. The last glasshouse
on the left contains the bromeliad, ginger and aron sword collection.

We will depart to the city of Munich and take a stroll along the famous
pedestrian zone. Maybe we will have some time to get some delicacies at the
famouns Dalmair coffe shop before heading towards the Hofbrauhaus am
Platzl 1.

In 2007 the world famous Hofbrauhaus
celebrates 400 years of beer brewing
tradition. Wilhelm V., Duke of Bavaria
(1579 - 1597), had a thirsty and
demanding royal household, which
was dissatisfied with the beer brewed
in Munich. As a result, beer had to be
imported to Munich from the city of
Einbeck in Lower Saxony. Wilhelm
ordered his royal court to come up with \
a way to reconcile cost and pleasure. |

On September 27, 1589, the chamberlains and council members, C. Strabl, A.
Amasmeyr, S. Prew and G. Griesmair, approached him with an idea: why not
build their own brewery? Wilhelm welcomed the plan with open arms. As a
matter of fact, that same day, he recruited the master brewer of the Geisenfeld
Monastery, Heimeran Pongraz, to be the planner, developer and the first
“brown” Hofbrauhaus’ master brewer, which went into operation at the “Alter
Hof” (Old Court ) in 1592. It was called the “brown” Hofbrauhaus as only brown
ale was brewed there.

Wilhelm’s son and successor, Duke Maximilian |., had a somewhat different
taste in beer. He did not particularly enjoy the heavy brown ale, which was the
most popular “barley juice” at the time. Not only was Maximilian a gourmet, he
was also an extremely clever businessman when it came to finances and
marketing. Without much ado, he simply forbade all other private brewing sites
from brewing wheat beer, thereby securing a wheat beer monopoly for himself
and his ducal Hofbrauhaus. This not only meant a considerable source of
income for the ducal court, but also nearly 400 years of experience in brewing
wheat beer for HB in Munich!

It is not easy being successful! The wheat beer of Maximilian | enjoyed such
enormous sales that the brewery at the Old Court could not keep up with
demand. The stately volume of 38,000 gallons (1,444 hectolitres) of beer
brewed at the ducal Hofbrauhaus in 1605 - a veritable ocean of beer for those
times - was simply not enough anymore. Maximilian decided to move wheat
beer production and ordered that the new “white” Hofbrauhaus be built at
“Platzl,” a small square not far from the court, where the Hofbrauhaus siill
stands today. It was called the “white” Hofbrauhaus because exclusively white
(or wheat) beer was brewed there.
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Of course, constructing such a building had its price. A financial genius,
Maximilian I. recognized wheat beer’s potential and transformed his peoples’
thirst into hard cash. In 1610, he issued an edict that allowed Munich 's tavern
keepers to purchase beer from the ducal Hofbrauhaus and to serve it not only
to the court servants, but also to the “common folk.” Although this had been
done on the sly before the decree was issued, it was now officially sanctioned
by the court.

Elias Pichler, the successor to Heimeran Pongraz, was under pressure. The
new brewery at the Platzl was up and running, beer was being brewed, but now
the royal household grumbled: in the past there was that good, strong beer from
Einbeck, but now there’s only brown and wheat beer we brew ourselves. Bring
on something stronger! After experimenting around a bit, Pichler presented
Munich’s first beer brewed in the Einbeck tradition at the beginning of 1614.
Christened “Maibock”, this beer would soon save the city of Munich. In 1632,
during the Thirty Years War when the Swedes occupied Munich, they struck a
deal with the city: in exchange for not pillaging and plundering the city they
were given 1,000 buckets of beer from the Hofbrauhaus, including 361 buckets
of Maibock.

The historic beer hall on the first floor of
the building is considered the heart of
the Hofbrauhaus.

Here, where Hofbrauhaus beer was
once brewed, underneath the cross
vaults, up to 1,300 guests can sit at
tables, some of which have been here
since 1897 as testified by the many
initials, names and comments engraved
on them.

We will move to the first floor, where tonight is
the traditional Bavarian night.

Please enjoy an evening with traditional
Germany Bavarian music, alp horn blowing or the
famous Schuh-Plattler.

There will be a buffet for dinner and of couse

ample of the famouns Hofbrauhaus beer !

At the end of the evening we will depart to our
hotel “Strobl”

Saturday, 28. July
This morning we will depart northwards and after a two hour drive we will arrive
in the village of Pondorf. Here we will meet Johann Bauch. He is the
Environmental Educator of the charity project “Children of the Bavaria Beech”.
He will introduce us to probably Germany’S most famous tree — the Bavaria
Beech (Fagus sylvatica) (No. 133)*.

The tree is 250 — 400 years old and in 1988 it had a circumference of 8,90 m.




Not only is the Bavaria Beech near Pondorf considered the emblem and patron
saint of Bavaria, it is also the favourite tree of many tree and nature lovers in
this country.

This wonderful beech (Fagus sylvatica) with its mushroom-shaped habit was
made famous country-wide by the marvellous colour prints by GEO magazine.

Pictures of this oak have also been televised. The perfectly balanced shape of
this beech was linked to the idea of an ecological way of life and became the
symbol of a new, intricately interwoven ecology and love of nature.

Everyone who encounters this beech is impressed by it. It is located on its own
in a shallow depression, surrounded by cereal crops and fields of hops.
Whereas beeches in the forest grow tall stems and only small crowns, this one
has developed a wide, low crown, which shades its own trunk. Its western side,
which faces the weather, is flat, as if squashed by the wind, whereas its eastern
side stretches out comfortably across the fields.

Its semi-circular crown has a circumference of 84 m and covers an area of 600
sg m. In 1988, Helmut Dollhopf and Herbert Liedel dedicated an entire book to
it, which they christened 'The Bavaria Beech - a dream of a tree'.

Yet no dream lasts forever. In the mid-1990s, GEO spread the sad news: the
beech is terminally ill. Its trunk and branches have been attacked by brittle
cinder and have caused some large branches to break off. In July 1995, a
strong side branch broke off in perfectly calm conditions. In January 1999, a
second branch went down. The demise of this beautiful tree has irrevocably
begun.

The information and environmental centre in the Altmihl Valley, the Beilngries
forestry service and nature protection agencies have now called into being the
project ‘children of the Bavaria Beech'. The tree is not to become a 'technical
caricature’, kept alive with plastic ropes and a metal corset.

'‘Death, even that of a unique tree, is now a taboo for modern man refuses to
accept the laws of nature which apply to him as they do to all other beings on
this earth'. This is what the initiators of the project said when deciding upon
another course of action. The beech was surrounded by a wooden fence, and,
when its time is up, it will be allowed to die in peace.
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But not entirely! 1999 was a good
year for seeds. Nets were spread g
under the Bavaria Beech in order to [
collect the beechnuts and to grow 4
them in a nursery. Against a donation
of €35, these 'Children of the
Bavaria Beech' can now be bought §
with a certificate and planted in the g
Altmihl Valley Nature Park. i

Unfortunately the severe gale storm [
Kyrill hit the Bavaria Beed on the 16"
of January 2007 and the tree lost its
most important branch of the crown.

Location: On a small road turning off the B299 around 300 m north of Pondorf
(south-east of Beilngries), west towards Stenzenhof.

We will depart from the remains of the Bavaria beech and have our lunch in the
nearby Gasthof Bacherl in Pondorf.

This afternoon our journey will take us further north towards Regensburg and
we will meet another giant tree: Sankt Wolfgangseiche (Quercus robur)
(No. 140)*. The tree is 500-700 years old and in 1991 it had a circumference
om 9,60m. In the borough of Neueglofsheim, there is perhaps Bavaria's most
ancient oak - the St Wolfgang's Oak near Castle Haus.

The owners of Castle Haus, the Thurn and Taxis
dynasty, have always kept an eye on this
pedunculate oak (Quercus robur). They probably
gave its current name to the tree, too, for the
chapel by the castle, built in 1749, as well as
more than 30 other churches and chapels in the
area, is consecrated to St Wolfgang, who was
the bishop of Regensburg from 972 onwards.
The boom of the local monasteries around the
turn of the millennium was largely his doing and
not even the normal people forgot about it. As
early as 1052, the popular bishop was canonized
and of the pilgrimages of the late medieval times,
the one to St Wolfgang is considered the most
important. There are numerous legends and
stories surrounding St Wolfgang. Later,
understandably, the fate of this mighty oak came
to be linked with the saint's work.

Legend has it that St Wolfgang used one of its mighty horizontal branches to
convert heathens with his eloquent sermonizing. More than 100 years ago, the
oak near Castle Haus was a noticeable and famous tree with nature lovers. In
Friedrich Stutzer's wonderful book on 'The largest, oldest and most peculiar
trees in Bavaria' of which a second edition was published in 1922, the oak is
depicted in detail.




A photograph from 1905 shows two large low branches which have since
ceased to exist. A mighty branch breaking off on its southern side has left the
oak with an oval opening in its trunk at 3 m. Then, as it does now, the oak's
hallmark, a low horizontal branch reaching out around 15 m, rests on a pillar
taking the greater part of its weight.

In 1905, the oak had a circumference of 8 m. This means the oak has gained
160 cm in just under a century. From this, one can extrapolate a hypothetical
age of 600 years. The oak is known to have been on fire several times, such as
in 1878. On 31 October 1905, which was St Wolfgang's Day of all days, smoke
could be seen emanating from the trunk. The fire brigades arrived just in time to
quench the flames.

The history of this oak illustrates how difficult it is to date trees. On the one
hand, growth may have been slowed by difficult conditions. This would mean
the age is now estimated correctly. Fires and breaking branches, on the other
hand, may have slowed the speed measured in the last century, whereas
earlier, it proceeded normally. In this case, its age would be overestimated.
Alongside the many legends, puzzles and inconsistencies surrounding this oak,
there is one last story to be told, nice and true at the same time, from the
nearby Thurn and Taxis residence. In the castle nursery, in the previous
century, it fell to the gardener's apprentice to look after this monumental tree.
His working day began with a walk to this time-honoured oak, and only when it
had been ascertained that it continued in good health at its customary location
at the upper entrance to the park, the actual gardening day could commence.
Let us hope that the well-being of this oak may be protected as well in the 21st
century as well!

Location: On the forest path near Castle Haus near Neueglofsheim

We will travel further north and drive through the city of Regensburg. Eastwards
of Regensburg is our country hotel ,Zur Kupferpfanne*

Today is the last day of the tree tour, be we will still have to meet two more
German giants. Our jorney will take us north to Oberbach in the District Bad
Kissingen, where we arrive at lunchtime. We will visit the Giantbeech (Fagus
sylvatica) (No. 137)*

The tree is some 250 - 350 years old and in 2001 it
measured a circumference of 6.85 m. In medieval
times, the area between Rhon and Vogelsberg was
also called Buchonia - land of the beeches. There
were extensive, untouched beech forests
everywhere. The upward pointing gothic cathedrals
with their pointed arches are said to have been made
to resemble these forests. With awe, people also
used to talk of 'beech domes'.

‘The Rhon is pretty' - this is what the region rightfully claims to advertise its
biosphere reserve. This also goes for many of the ancient local beeches. One
of these put down its roots on a birch-framed forest edge near the Ziegelhiitte
farmstead. Towards the fields, its roots are most prominent. Its gnarled roots
'flow' across the ground for more than 6 m before descending below ground. Its
trunk is short and compact and solid almost all the way. Five branches make up
the first ring. Its fine, silvery bark is covered in dark green, shiny cushions of
moss in the crevices and near the branches.
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Location: From the Ziegelhof Farm south of Oberbach (south of Wildflecken),
follow the gravel path for around 300 m to the south, by the forest edge.

We will travel further to the village of Mitgenfeld and meet the last, but largest
tree of the tour. Beech (Fagus sylvatica) (No. 2)*

At the forest edge above Mitgenfeld in the
Rhon, at the foot of the 'Drei Pilsterkopfe’,
you find this ancient beech, which is
between 250 and 300 years old. Its trunk
with its base split into two parts, has a ¥
circumference of 7.08 m.

e anchivbsilin )

Now it is time to travel to Frankfurt Airport. We have to be there at around 18:00
to checking-in for All Nippon Airways Flight NH210.

" Gartenreisen wishes you a safe journey back to Japan. Please
keep the memories of giant trees in your heart.
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Our tour to the oldest and gigantic German trees will bring us to nineteen specimen
trees out of eight genera. Predominantly we will see broadleaved, deciduous trees. The
majority are lime trees. There will be only two conifers: a larch and a yew tree.

Broadleaved Trees
The limes ( Tilia spec.):

Large-leaved Lime, Lindenlaube (Tilia platyphyllos) in Hollenbach (No. 116)
Summer Lime, Linde (Tilia cordata) in Wiesenbach (No. 124)*

Walkstetter Linde (Tilia cordata) bei Bernstadt (No. 125)*

Linde near Leipheim (Tilia cordata) (No. 155)*

Dicke Linde (Tilia spec.) zu Hohenbodman (No. 151)*

Steinlishoflinde (Tilia cordata) near Isny (No. 154)*

Tassilolinde (Tilia cordata) near Wessobrunn (No. 153)*

Marienlinde (Tilia spec.) in Linden (No. 152)*
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The Oaks (Quercus spec.):
9. Oak (Quercus robus) in Emmersthof (No. 113)
10. Schlosseiche (Quercus robur) (No. 147)*
11. Sankt Wolfgangseiche (Quercus robur) (No. 140)*
The Beeches ( Fagus spec.)
12.Bavarianbeech (Fagus sylvatica) (No. 133)*
13. Giantbeech (Fagus sylvatica) (No. 137)*
14.Beech (Fagus sylvatica) (No. 2)*
The Horse Chestnut ( Aesculus spec.)
15. Horse Chestnut (Aesculus hippocastanum) in Schloss Weiler (No. 119)
The Acers ( Acer spec.)
16. GroRRer Ahorn (Acer pseudoplatanus) (No. 142)*
The Poplars ( Populus spec.)
17. Silberpappel in Lauterbach (Populus alba) (no. 15)*
The conifers
The larches ( Larix spec.)
18. Hildegardlarche (Larix europaeus) near Sipplingen (No. 6)*
The Yew (Taxus spec.)
19. Ureibe (Taxus baccata) (No. 146)*




Gasthof zum Ochsen
Familie Rippstein
Galgengasse 26; 91541 Rothenburg ob der Tauber

Telefon: 0049-(0)9861/6760: Fax: 0049-(0)9861/87657
E-Mail: info@gasthof-ochsen-rothenburg.de;
www.gasthof-ochsen-rothenburg.de

Landhotel

Gasthof am Berg

Familie Stab

Bergstrasse 18; 89160 Dornstadt/Temmenhausen

Telefon 0049-(0)7348/22329; Fax 0049-(0)7348/24332
E-Mail info@gasthof-am-berg.de; www.gasthof-am-berg.de

Gutsgasthof Mohren
Kirchgasse 1; D-88693 Deggenhausertal-Limpach

Tel.: 0049-(0)7555/9300; Fax 0049-(0)7555/930100
E-Mail: info@gutsgasthof-mohren.de;
www.gutsgasthof-mohren.de

Hotel Landhaus lIris
Frau Barbara Forster
Buchener StralRe 26; 83646 Bad Tolz

Tel.: 0049-(0)8041/78 360; Fax: 0049-(0)8041 / 78 3642
E-Mail: forster@telda.net; www.landhaus-iris.de

Hotel Strobl Baierbrunn
Wolfratshauser Str. 54; 82065 Mlnchen

Tel.: 0049-(0)89 / 744 207-0; Fax.: 049-(0)89 / 793 1173
E-Mail : info@hotel-strobl.de; www.hotel-strobl.de

Die Kupferpfanne
Elisabeth Abid
LessingstralRe 46-48; 93093 Donaustauf

Tel.: 0 94 03/95 04-0 Fax 0 94 03/95 04-200
info@kupferpfanne.com; www.kupferpfanne.com




Rooming List

Total Guests: 12
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Shigeru Yoshida

Isao Kusama

Yutaka Someno

Itirou Hamano

Tosiro Imori limori Tei
Isao Heiuti Kouiti Oono
Setsuko Kanie Akiko Yoshida

Markus Radscheit

Dr. Junko Oikawa-Radscheit
Sakura Radscheit

Fujiko Murakami

Noriko Iwata

Georg Bung (Coach Driver)

Total Travellers: 16




This is a brief list of recommended literature to be
used during the tour:
Giant Trees in Germany

b}
. DEUTSCHLANDS
Kihn, S. (2004). Deutschlands Alte - CALTE'BAUME
Baume, Eine Bildreise zu den iz ’
sagenhaften Baumgestalten zwischen
Kiste und Alpen. BVL.

(This book is the base for the
planning of the tour.)

o
ALTE LIEBENSWERTE

BAUME

IN DEUTSCHLAND
Frohlich, H. (2005) . Alte e
Liebenswerte Baume in Deutschland. o '
Nikol.

Hoffmann, W. (1995). Die Deutsche Alleenstrasse. Mdv.

Giant Trees in England and Ireland

Marren, P. (1990). Britains Ancient Woodland. Woodland Heritage.
David & Charles.

Morton, A. (1998) . Tree Heritage of Britain and Ireland. A Guide to
the famous trees of Britain and Treland. Swan Hill.

Pakenham, T. (1996) Meetings with Remarkable Trees. Weidenfeld
& Nicolson.

Stockes, J. (2002) . Great British Trees. Tree Council.

Useful Tree Guides

Hillier, J. (2002). The Hillier Manual of Trees and Shrubs. David &
Charles.

Mitchel, A. (1992) . The Field Guide to Trees of Britain and Northern
Europe. Collins.

Haft, J.: Deutschlands Alteste Baume. Nautilus Film 2 x 45 min.




The Federal Republic of Germany is a democracy with a liberal market
economy, religious freedom and freedom of the press. It is a member of
the European Union (EU) and of NATO.

The Federal Republic of Germany is a federation of individual states.
There are 16 "Bundeslander" which are federal states with their own
government. They have their own regional constitutions which have to
comply with the principles of a republican, democratic and social state
governed by the rule of law as laid down in the Basic Law (Germany's
federal constitution). This guarantees that all German people have the
same rights, obligations and living conditions. Beyond that, the states are
largely free to formulate their own constitutions. The principle of
federalism is one of the inviolable principles of the constitution. The
capital city is Berlin.

Germany is divided into 16 federal states, each of which is responsible
for governing itself and many of which have a long tradition of their own.
The states are Baden-Wirttemberg, Bavaria, Berlin, Brandenburg,
Bremen, Hamburg, Hessen, Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania, Lower
Saxony, North Rhine-Westphalia, Rhineland-Palatinate, Saarland,
Saxony, Saxony-Anhalt, Schleswig-Holstein and Thuringia.

Since the reunification of Germany in 1990, the Federal Republic of
Germany covers an area of 357,022km? and has the largest population
of any European country. From the northernmost tip to the southernmost
point it is 876 kilometres as the crow flies, and 640 kilometres from east
to west.

Germany is located at the heart of Europe. It forms the link between
maritime western Europe and the continental east, between the warmer
south and the cool north. Germany is a triad of lowland plains, upland
hills and mountains. From the Alps in the south, Germany stretches via
the forested central highlands to the North and Baltic Seas. Its highest
point is the Zugspitze (2,962m).

Germany is bordered by Austria, Belgium, the Czech Republic,
Denmark, France, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Poland and Switzerland.

More than 80 million people live in Germany, but the population is very
unevenly distributed. Around one third of the inhabitants (25 million) live
in 82 large towns. Around 50.5 million live in towns with populations of
between 2,000 and 100,000. Some 6.4 million people live in villages of
less than 2,000 inhabitants.

With a population density of 230 people per square kilometre, Germany
is one of the mostly densely populated countries in Europe. There are
distinct differences between the former West Germany and the former
German Democratic Republic. In states that were once part of East
Germany, including East Berlin, the population density is 140 people per
square kilometre, while in the former West Germany the figure is 267 per
square kilometre. More than seven million foreigners live and work in
Germany. Turks make up the largest proportion, followed by Serbs,
Italians, Greeks, Bosnians, Herzegovinians, Poles and Croats.




German is a Germanic language which belongs to the large group of
Indo-Germanic languages. It is related to Danish, Norwegian, Swedish,
Dutch, Flemish and also English.

Many different dialects are spoken in Germany. As in other languages,
dialect and accent are a good indication of which part of Germany the
speaker is from. The regional dialects and traditions are a legacy from
the time when the area now known as Germany was populated by
various tribes such as the Franks, Saxons, Swabians and Bavarians.
German is also the native tongue in Austria, much of Switzerland,
Liechtenstein and Luxembourg as well as parts of northern Italy, eastern
Belgium and eastern France. Many Germans also speak English.

Just under two thirds of Germans consider themselves Christians, and
around a third say they have no religion or are members of a non-
Christian faith community such as Muslim or Jewish.

Carnival

"Fasching”, "Fasnhacht" or "Karneval" are all terms used to describe
carnival, an ancient tradition which is celebrated all over Germany but
particularly in the Rhineland and in the strongly Catholic regions of
Germany. Mainz, Cologne, Dusseldorf and Bonn are hotbeds of carnival
fun. In southern Germany the traditional Alemannic Fasnet is celebrated.
The "fifth season" begins on 11 November and ends on Ash Wednesday.
Carnival season reaches its climax in the week from "schmutziger
Donnerstag” (literally: "dirty Thursday") to Ash Wednesday. There are
major street processions on the Monday of that week, known as
Rosenmontag or Carnival Monday. People dress up in humorous
costumes or in traditional dress and masks, and join in processions and
street festivals. The tradition stems back to the ancient custom of driving
out winter.

Fairs

Between spring and autumn there are lots of fairs and festivals
throughout the whole of Germany. Held on traditional festival grounds or
in the city centres themselves, some last for a weekend while others last
for a whole week. Entertainment includes a range of fairground stalls,
carousels, rollercoasters, Ferris wheels and ghost trains. Food stalls
offer snacks and sweet treats. There is often live music on open-air
stages or in marquees. The Kirchweih or Kirmes (also known as Kerb,
Kirb, Kier, Kerwe, Kerwa or Kerms) is a town fair that has its origins in a
religious festival to celebrate the consecration of a Christian church. In
rural areas the Kirchweih is still an important village institution. There are
processions, and young men from the local area erect the maypole-like
Kirchweihbaum.

Wine festivals

Wine festivals are held in many of Germany's wine-growing regions
between May and November. Particularly along the Rhine and the
Moselle, in Baden, Palatinate and along the river Main, wine-growers'
cooperatives and representatives of wine-growing estates set up their
stalls in public spaces and sell their wines by the glass. Local specialities
are also served. The festivals usually also involve live music and, in
many places, the crowning of the Wine Queen.

Oktoberfest



Germany's biggest and best-known festival is the Munich Beer Festival,
also known as the "Oktoberfest" and the "Wiesn". More than six million
visitors flock to the Theresienwiese every year to drink beer from large
litre tankards and eat pork sausages and pretzels. The enormous
fairground site also has carousels, rollercoasters and other spectacular
fairground attractions. The festival programme includes a grand parade
of landlords and breweries, the traditional costume parade and a concert
featuring all the brass bands performing at the festival. Many of the
locals, young and old alike, wear traditional dress when they visit the
Oktoberfest.

Christmas markets

Christmas markets are held in many towns and cities from the end of
November to Christmas. Their unique ambience is guaranteed to put
visitors in the festive spirit. Interspersed with the stalls selling Christmas
decorations, candles, jewellery, toys and other Christmas gifts are food
stands where you can buy typical specialities such as mulled wine,
spiced bread, gingerbread, hot chestnuts and roasted almonds.

During our tour we will predominantly travel through the two German
states of Baden Wurtenberg and Bavaria.

Baden-Wirttemberg is a state of the Federal Republic of Germany in the
southwestern part of the country to the east of the Upper Rhine. It is third
largest in both area and population among the country's sixteen states,
with an area of 35,742 km2 and 10.7 million inhabitants. The state capital
is Stuttgart.

The state borders on Switzerland to the
south, on France to the west, and on
the German states of Rhineland-
Palatinate (northwest), Hesse (north)
and Bavaria (east). Its principal cities
include Stuttgart, Mannheim, Karlsruhe,
Freiburg, Heidelberg, Heilbronn,
Ludwigsburg, Ulm, Tubingen,
Pforzheim and Reutlingen. '
The Rhine (Rhein) forms the western
border as well as large portions of the
southern border. The Black Forest
(Schwarzwald), the main mountain
range of the state, rises east of the
Rhine  valley. Baden-Wirttemberg
shares both Lake Constance
(Bodensee) and the foothills of the Alps
with Switzerland.

The Danube (Donau) river has its source in Baden-Wirttemberg near the
town of Donaueschingen, in a place called Furtwangen in the Black
Forest.

Although it has a few multinationals, Baden-Wirttemberg's economy is
basically dominated by small and medium-sized enterprises. Many
enterprises are considered innovative. Although poor in workable natural
resources (formerly lead, zinc, iron, silver, copper and salts) and still
rural in many areas, the region is heavily industrialized. In 2003, there




were almost 8800 manufacturing enterprises with more than 20
employees, but only 384 with more than 500.

The region depends to some extent on global economic developments,
though the great adaptability of the region's economy has generally
helped it through crises. Half of the employees in the manufacturing
industry are in mechanical and electrical engineering and automobile
construction. This is also where the largest enterprises are to be found.
The importance of the precision mechanics industry also extends beyond
the region's borders, as does that of the optical, clock making, toy,
metallurgy and electronics industries.

The geographic region and Free State of Bavaria (German: Freistaat
Bayern, with an area of 70,553 km? (27,241 square miles) and almost
12.5 million inhabitants, forms the southernmost and geographically
largest state of Germany. Its capital is Munich.

Bavaria shares international borders with
Austria and the Czech Republic as well
as with Switzerland (across Lake
Constance). Neighbouring states within
Germany are  Baden-Wirttemberg,
Hesse, Thuringia and Saxony. Two major
rivers flow through the state, the Danube
(Donau) and the Main, while the upper
Rhine forms part of the southwest border
of the state. The Bavarian Alps define the
border with Austria, and within the range
is the highest peak in Germany, the
Zugspitze.

The major cities in Bavaria are Munich
(Minchen),  Nuremberg (Nurnberg),
Augsburg,  Wirzburg, Regensburg,
Ingolstadt, Firth and Erlangen

Religion

The predominant faith is Catholicism, particularly in Older Bavaria and
Lower Franconia. Meanwhile, Lutheranism has a significant presence in
large parts of Franconia. Religion remains important to many in the
region, as expressed by the typical Bavarian and Austrian greeting:
"GriuR Gott!" (God bless you). The current pope, Benedict XVI (Joseph
Alois Ratzinger), was born in Marktl am Inn in Upper Bavaria.

Attitude towards traditions

Bavarians commonly emphasize pride in their traditions. Traditional
costumes are worn on special occasions, century-old folk music is
practised and dialect songs and poems are taught in nursery schools.
The May Poles (which in the Middle Ages served as the community's
yellow pages, as figurettes on the pole represent the trades of the
village), and the bagpipes in the Upper Palatinate region bear witness to
the ancient Celtic and Germanic remnants of cultural heritage of the
region.




Food and drink

Bavarians tend to place a great value on food and drink. Bavarians also
consume many items of food and drink which are unusual elsewhere in
Germany, for example Weilwurst (white sausage). Beer in particular has
always been regarded as a basic nutrient (Grundnahrungsmittel, or
'liquid bread'). Statistically, beer consumption per capita in Bavaria is
higher than in the rest of Germany. At folk festivals, beer is traditionally
served by the litre (the so-called MalR). Bavarians are particularly proud
of the traditional purity law, initially established by the Duke of Bavaria in
1516. According to this law, only three ingredients were allowed in beer:
water, barley, and hops. In 1906 the Reinheitsgebot made its way to
German law and it had been a law in Germany until the EU struck it
down recently as incompatible with the European common market.
Bavarians are also known as some of the world's most beer-loving
people with an average annual consumption of 170 litres per person.

We will spend most of our time out-of-doors. There is an old
German saying “There is no bad weather, but bad clothing”. You
should wear comfortable walking clothes nearly all day of the tour.

On two days we will be out for a longer hike in the alps. Your shoes
should be suitable for mountain walks. Please wear light walking
trousers.

The weather can be changeable. Usually July weather in Germany
is warm and comfortable. You should expect temperatures at
around 20 — 25T and sunshine. Howeve r, during warm spells of
weather there is always a danger of thunderstorms followed by
cooler days.

It is recommended to have rain proof jackets with you as well as
mud-boots.

Please check the internet for the latest weather information before
you depart to Germany:

www.wetter.de
www.weather.travel-guide.com

Japan is 7 hours ahead of German time. When it is 8 a.m in
Germany it is 3 p.m. in Japan.

In Germany electrical appliances require 220 V. If you take and
appliances with you, there is a need for an appropriate adapter and
converter. Please consult your travelstore before departure.




There are no medical requirements to enter
Germany. However, since we will spent most of
our time out of doors it is highly recommended
to refresh your tetanus vaccination. Please
check your vaccination before coming to
Germany.

It is recommended to check your vaccination status against the
effects of tick-bites.

General First Aid material
(cooling spray, plasters,
dressings, some cremes and
gels) will be with us in our
medical kit in the coach. It you
require any emergency materials,
please do not hesitate to
approach your tour guide.

Your tour guide is trai ned in
advanced first aid.

Our experience with bus parties has shown that participants like to
get sore throat. Therefore please take sufficient amount of
recommended medicine with you. This should be taken following
your consultation with your general practitioner or chemist. Should
you have to take any medication, please make sure you will have
ample amount of drugs with you.

Please check your overseas travel insurance. Please note, that
there is NO travel insurance included in the price of the tour.

During our tour we will have a mobile phone on board. In case of
emergency please contact your tour guide or coach driver.

Emergency calls are free of charge. You do not need a phonecard or
coins on the public telephones.




For many years HortiTours have been using Jablonski coaches.
We have always felt secure with the safe and careful driving of the
friendly Jablonski staff. We are therefore very pleased to have
Herrn Georg Bung as our driver.

Please note that cool drinks
are available from the driver.
Kindly tell the driver your
choice of drinks in advance.

On-board
library

During the tour there will be a small on-board library for your use.
There are English garden magazines and general guide books on
Germany. Please feel free to use the library without asking. Kindly
return any items after use.

Please do not take any books into the hotel; leave them on the
coach.

Liability

Please do not leave any items in the coach; especially no valuables
or even cash. Although we will try to look after the coach all the
times, we cannot guarantee the safety of your personal belongings.
Please ensure that you look after your own personal items.

Neither HortiTours nor Jablonski Coaches Ltd. cant  ake any
liability for lost or stolen items.

Address

Jablonski Busreisen
Manfred Jablonski
53505 Kirchsahr
Tel.: 02643/7239

HitH
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Markus Radscheit MsSc.

Markus Radscheit completed his
practical training in ornamental
horticulture at the Bonn
University Botanic Garden.

A scholarship from the Federal
Ministry of Education and
Science allowed him to join a
one year horticultural trainee
programme at the Royal
Horticultural Society in Wisley,
England.

Afterwards he studied garden design and garden history at
the School of Horticulture at the Royal Botanic Garden, Kew
(England) and obtained the Kew Diploma at Honours level.
With a stipend from Kew Gardens he studied at the
Agrarische Hoogeschool in The Netherlands towards a
Master of Science degree in European Horticulture. At the
Royal Horticultural Society in London he passed the practical
examination towards the Master of Horticulture. He is an
elected member of the Institute of Horticulture in London.

For over 12 years Herr Radscheit has been organising and
conducting horticultural study tours in England, Scotland and
Ireland. In 2002 he began running horticultural study tours
within Germany.

Since 1999 he has been the technical manager of the Bonn
University Botanic Gardens and Treasurer of the Friends of
the Gardens. In his spare time he is actively involved in
emergency rescue at the German Red Cross society (DRK).
He is married and has a small daughter.

Contact Number
During the tour you can get in touch with the tour guide on

++49-(0)170 / 80 10 754




Included

Group size

Tour guide

Operator

Cancellation
fees

Annotation

Printing Date

The package of this 10-day tour includes:
Travel in a comfortable coach with qualified driver.
Detailed ,-1!5 on the trees and tour.
Arboricultural and organisational Japanese- and German-, English-speaking
guide.
Half-board Dinner, Bed & Breakfast (DB&B) accommodation in typical German
country side pensions.
Admission to the folklore night in the Hofbrauhaus
Admission to the Botanic Garden Munich
Access to all mentioned trees.

In the costs NOT included:
Flight to and from Frankfurt International Airport Germany.
Lunch
Travel health insurance & travel cancellation insurance
Personal expenses (e.g. telephone, postage, souvenirs, etc.);

12 travellers plus organisational tour guide and driver

Any alterations to the programme are the responsibility of the tour guide. The tour
guide decides independently and on his own about any possible changes of the
programme. Any changes to the programme will be substituted by adequate
alternatives.

" — Gartenreisen
Markus Radscheit msc.
Sirst 13, D-53359 Rheinbach

Tel.: ++49-(0)2255/958286; Fax.: ++49-(0)2255/958287
Email: info@hortitours.com; www.hortitours.com

Up to eight weeks before: 40 %; up to four weeks: 50 %; one week before departure:
100 % - as long as no substitute person can be named.
Travel cancellation insurance is highly recommended.

This tour has the prime intention to visit giant trees in Germany. The guests will have
sufficient time to photograph, sketch or draw trees. Please note it is not a culture or
language tour of Germany. Trees are the prime reason for this tour.

Some of the trees are in woodlands or on mountains that are not accessible by
coach. Therefore the trees have to be reached on foot. Good walking clothes and
proper shoes, as well as average fitness are required.
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